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Source* A prominent Amer lean Journalist and author now In the Middle Bast* following 
ira excerpts fr cm one of his unpublished reports* 

L* "The HTrm of Jerusalem (HaJ1 Amin al-HPRAYRI), (about 55 years old) 9 is laaerved, 
it course, In a political strr^lo which has all but engulfed him Innumerable times in 
he past twenty years* He does not talk of policy in the same broad terms as Ab ej- 
Erimt he har only one subject, 'hi eh is Palestine, X obtained from his— with the aid 
i small pocket dairy he has V^pt th~o rh the past ten years — a detailed account of his 
Lon** wanderings . fTcw Jerusalem* By hie cam account it Is a perpetual story of ase&pe* 
le had been besieged in the Raram esh-Sherif— -the graft <*n*losrro In Jerusalem which 
rental" s the so-called Mosque Oman, the Done of the Rock — ter thr->e months ty Brltl 
troops when he made his first ec*ape In 1937. In that extradordlnary area, with its 
fixture of Moslem, Christian and Jewish sanctities, he wan safe enourh because under 
ordinary circumstances troops world never enter it* He received information, however , 
bat the troops i«re going to penetrate + he Haram and arrest him, Tho Haraa was full 
i£ armed Arabs who were in a fraat sta f o o r excitement! Fajj Amin foresaw a clash and 
rnch bloodshed In th* sacked enclosure. Ho therefore disappeared In the ni^it and 
.ppeared again in the Lebanon. 

!• "Frees then on, his appearances and disappearances were pert of the story of the va 
le was In Baphdad vher the British brought Tree into the war and Rashid All (then prim 
dais ter) revolted $ he fled from there to Tehran, where he was in hiding tar mofcthe* 

'rem Tehran he made his way hr caravan — in disguise, of course— across Persia, Kvrdiet 
nd Anatolia* Pn one occasienin north Persian his caravan was detained by tho Russian 
ad he thorght the end had eerie* 2h Turkey, where he came are in to the surface, his 
ire sene* was an embarrassment to the government* By this time the price on his head, 
ocordinr to his own information, was twenty-five thousand pounds* He took the only 
ay left to hirv— to Vienna* 

*3. "His visits t.o Pome and Berlin during the last three years of tho war gave him 
he aane, in we stem countries, of an Axis collaborator* He denies that he ever 
poke of sighing bit Palestine and the independence of the Arabs* And since, in the 
imo I have hn own hi*-*, these are the subjects vhichhave completely dominated his talk 
think it very likely. He spoke in Arabic on the Berlin radio, hrt according to his 
wn story spoke only of the Arab cause. In brief, his story is that he went to the 
xis countries because he had nowhere else to go, and that, boing there, he took What 
dvantage he could for the Arabs. 

e did obtain from *he Oarmen and Italian rovemraents a declaration in favor of Arab 
independence and unity, nut- out officially on A heir radios, bit says hinself that he 
ad little faith in the intention behind those words. 

• "The nosition of the MVFTT, so far as ^he vest i« concerned , has been greatly • 
mpai’-ed by the flight to Berlin. It makes little or no difference to the Arabs, of 
ourse— they did not know or oa^o as we did abv't the iacues at stake* But theria 
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an anomaly about a loader vh o cannot speak *o the ’.fast atall* and In ny opinion HaJJ 
himself feels It keenly* T have been told thatthe intellectual* end nruer element* In 
Arab thought in Jerusalem, no longer look t.o him for leadership; he has been away from 
Jerusalem for t^n yrars. But I vasalno told that his hold upon the Arab masses is as 
mreat as evar. And certainly throughout. the Moslem worlt his more title—JflTTI of 
Jerusalem— is a rymbol of<Teat power* ' T ithoi*t going into the intricacies of Arab clan 
politic*, we can observe that ~n all th9 evidence it is going to be ortrs’Y'ly difficult 
for any elements to dislodge Haji Amin from a centra 1 and at times decisive role in the 
Palestine struggle. 

5* The forms \diich that stru^l* is taking and is about to take are dearly enough 
discernible from Cairo* Ther is no doubt whatever that a great, degeneration has boon 
brought about in Idlest 5 ~o dnr <h* oa«-i twenty yea**s amon^ Arabs, Jews and British 
alike* So fa~ as T can tell, the British have only one wish in the matter now, which 
in to ^et out. Their old mastery of *ovemment is paralyzed hr* an unworkable policyV and 
In spite of having sown the country with road blocks and rtrong points they cannot even 
keep o’-der. Among the Jo - to and Arab murders, bank robbery, blackmail and every sort of 
Skulduggery seer: to be accepted as ord Inary instruments of the political struggle* It 
✓ is not merely a struggle between Jew? cr d Arabs; Jews also kill Jews and Arabs kill 
Ara*B. The atmosphere of debate is impossible now, and a}l that can be foreseen upon 
t.h* show of probabJllti?.F are chaos and anarchy." 
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